AGENDA
VILLAGE OF CLARENDON HILLS
LOCAL LIQUOR COMMISSION MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2020 at 6 PM
VILLAGE HALL, 1 N. PROSPECT AVENUE
Call to Order
1.

Roll Call

2.

Public Comment

3.

Tierra Distilling Co LLC (211 Burlington) request for Liquor License

4.

Other Business

5.

Adjournment

1 N. Prospect Avenue
Clarendon Hills, Illinois 60514
630.286.5400

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Local Liquor Commission (Ken Hall, Chair; Greg Jordan and Carol Jorissen, Members)

C:

President and Village Board

FROM:

Kevin Barr, Village Manager

DATE:

January 14, 2020

SUBJECT:

Tierra Distilling Liquor License Request

In preparation for the Liquor Commission Meeting on Tuesday at 6 p.m. I wanted to provide some
additional background information. It is my understanding that representative(s) of Tierra Distilling will
make a brief presentation of their proposed concept. To a large degree you heard this presentation at
the full Board level on October 21, 2019. A background investigation was completed by the Police
Department. A report from Chief Dalen is attached. The Chief’s memo also provides an updated review
of the proposed business plan as discussed with the petitioner last week.

Besides reviewing the proposed use, location and the determination to issue a license, the primary issue
before the Commission is what type of license to issue and the fee to be applied. Attached is a copy of
the current License Classification schedule (minus the recently approved category for the English
Garden) with the annual fees written in. Staff believes that the Tierra proposed use does not meet any
of the existing categories. Therefore, if the Commission is inclined to recommend a license be issued,
we recommend a new category be considered, perhaps similar to the existing “Class J – Wine Shop”
classification in terms of type and fee ($1,500).

The intent of the meeting is to develop a recommendation to report to the full Board at the meeting later
in the evening. If the Board reaches consensus staff can prepare the appropriate ordinance for the
meeting on February 3rd.

Please advise if you have any questions or want additional information in advance of the meeting.

www.clarendonhills.us

VILLAGE OF CLARENDON HILLS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
DATE:

January 14, 2020

To:

Village Manager Kevin Barr

From:

Chief Paul Dalen

Subject:

Liquor License Application / Classification

On December 20, 2019, Brandon Getchel, petitioner and manager of Tierra Distilling
Co., LLC, completed a liquor license application requesting a liquor license to run a
craft distillery. Currently, the Village does not have a classification for such a license
and will have to create one. Tierra Distilling Co., LLC will be located at 211
Burlington Avenue. Hours of operation are yet to be finalized. Initially, the
petitioner intends to distill at night and on weekends, then transition to a normal work
week. Both the petitioner and his co-partner, John Keeley, have indicated that they
have read and understand the Clarendon Hills Liquor Ordinance. They intend to
complete BASSET training.
On premises activity will include:
• Distilling / Manufacturing spirts (brandy and whisky).
• Serving spirits, craft beer and wine during tasting room hours (TBD).
• Serve packaged snack food. Allow patrons to bring / order in food.
• Explore food truck possibilities.
• Host tours and private events.
• Class H outdoor service area.
Detective Robak conducted a thorough background investigation on the Brandon and
John. No incidents of a criminal or concerning nature were found. The investigation
included a reference check, fingerprint check with the Illinois State Police and
Federal Bureau of Investigation, LexisNexis criminal history and adverse financial
search, DuPage County court history search, driving history search, Google Search,
Chicago PD search, pawn shop database search and social media / Linkedin search.
In conclusion, I have found no reason to contest issuing Tierra Distilling Co. LLC a
liquor license.

