1 N. Prospect Avenue
Clarendon Hills, Illinois 60514
630.286.5412
DOWNTOWN DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION
AGENDA
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 7:00 pm
Village Hall, 1 N Prospect Avenue
NOTICE: Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, physical attendance at this public meeting is limited to no more than ten
individuals, with Village officials, staff, and consultants having priority over members of the public. Therefore, we are
requesting that Public comments and any responses that one would like to read into the public meeting record be
submitted by completing the Public Meeting Comment Form prior to 5 pm the day of the meeting. The form is located on
our website at www.clarendonhills.us/PublicComment.
Residents may listen to the meeting by participating in a telephone conference call as follows:

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting
Or call in (audio only)
+1 630-884-8086,,208358011# United States, Big Rock
Phone Conference ID: 208358011#
Above Meeting Restrictions per the Open Meetings Act, the CDC directive (no more than 10 persons in attendance at group meeting)
and Illinois Governor Executive Order 2020-07 dated March 16, 2020 and as amended and extended by Executive Orders 2020-18,
2020-33, 2020-39, 2020-44, 2020-52, 2020-55, 2020-59, 2020-71, 2020-73, 2020-74, 2021-01, and 2021-04.

I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

ROLL CALL

III.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – continued to next meeting (recording posted on website)

IV.

OLD BUSINESS - none

V.

NEW BUSINESS
a. Case No. 2021-01 / Downtown Revitalization Project - Burlington Plaza Design Review

VI.

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

VII.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

VIII.

ADJOURNMENT
www.clarendonhills.us

1 N. Prospect Avenue
Clarendon Hills, Illinois 60514
630.286.5410
MEMORANDUM
TO:

Downtown Design Review Commission

FROM: Dan Ungerleider, Community Development Director
DATE: March 5, 2021
Case No. 2021-01 / Downtown Revitalization Project - Burlington Plaza Design Review

RE:

The Downtown Master Plan established the Village’s desire to provide a public plaza at the southwest corner of
Burlington Avenue and Prospect Avenue (Exhibit 1.) In early 2020, the Village approved a redevelopment agreement with
the new owners of the building, formerly known as The Arts Building, at 211 Burlington. Part of this agreement was that
the Village would, in the future, relocate the north-south portion of the Burlington alley between 15 to 20 feet further
east to accommodate an outdoor eating area for the proposed distillery (see exhibit 2.) During the 2021 budget review
process, the Village Board set aside funds to reconstruct the southern Burlington Avenue public alley, and to design and
redevelop the public land east of the Tierra Distillery for a public plaza. Legat Architects was retained to design and
manage this project, scheduled to begin late-spring, early-summer this year.
As was practiced during the development of the new train station project several years back, the Village Board is seeking
input from the Downtown Design Review Commission regarding the Plaza design. During the March 9 DTDRC meeting,
Legat Architects will be presenting two (2) concept plans (Exhibit 3) designed to address the following objectives for the
use and appearance of the Plaza.
The Plaza will…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

be a space even more invested in its environment than its counterparts, the VH and the Train Station.
Be an example of urban forestry (2021 is the Village’s 35 Anniversary of being designated as a Tree City).
be an intimate extension of the VH Plaza and a casually visual extension of the train station.
be visually considerate to the neighboring building to the west (Tierra Distillery)
be accommodating to smaller or secondary activities happening elsewhere, with room for tents.
be an attractive, safe respite for families.
be an area that can be used for pre-dancing in the street concerts for families with young children.
have opportunities for recognition of those making donations to the project.

Staff is seeking discussion and feedback from the DTDRC members for each of the presented concepts. Each concept is
attached and is accompanied by a narrative describing the intent of the designer. With your feedback, Staff will work to
refine the chosen concept for presentation and approval from the Village Board in early-April, with the plan of being able
to go out to bid in late-May 2021.
Please call me at 630-286-5412 if you have any questions.

www.clarendonhills.us

Case No. 2021-01 / Downtown Revitalization Project - Burlington Plaza Design Review
March 5, 2021

EXHIBIT 1
DOWNTOWN MASTER PLAN – DESIGN CONCEPTS

EXHIBIT 2
TIERRA DISTILLERY OUTDOOR DINING CONCEPT
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EXHIBIT 3
March 5, 2021

VIA EMAIL

Daniel Ungerleider, AICP
Director of Community Development
Village of Clarendon Hills
1 N. Prospect Avenue
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514
RE

Burlington Plaza & Alley Relocation
Concept Design Narratives

Dear Mr. Ungerleider,
Thank you again for giving Legat Architects the opportunity to be part of Clarendon Hills’
Downtown Revitalization Projects. The narratives below are an introduction to the proposed
conceptual designs for Burlington Plaza at the southwest corner of Prospect Avenue and
Burlington Avenue.

Ribbons
In keeping with design elements at the nearby village hall lawn and train station, Burlington
Plaza starts with more formal ribbons of landscape and hardscape and transitions to a more
natural, organic context.
A grassy mound set within a wooden deck identifies the primary entry to the park. The wood
echoes the warm tones of the solar shading devices at the train station buildings, while
creating a familiar, ‘homey’ feel. The gravel below the deck acts as a storm water infiltration
zone, providing an opportunity for environmental education.
The plaza paving pattern will mimic its neighbors at the village hall lawn and the inbound
and outbound train station, using similar colors and textures, with a contrasting stone
transition to the softscape areas. Benches will be clad with a wooden seat to soften them
and relate back to the deck.
Vertical board-formed concrete wall elements, the same size as the four punched openings
in the train station wall, are scattered within the site to shape zones and block views to the
nearby railroad shanty and tracks, tying the plaza to the train station.
A berm along the train tracks ending with a hill at the corner of the site helps to mitigate
railroad and alley noise while providing seating for individual meditation or reading, or small
groups for impromptu library readings or performances. This berm starts with prairie
vegetation to mimic the existing aesthetics along the track, and transitions to a more urban
forest feeling as you reach the hill and the west corner.

Daniel Ungerleider, AICP
Village of Clarendon Hills
Burlington Plaza & Alley Relocation – Concept Design Narratives
March 5, 2021
Page 2 of 2

Mounds & Circles
Similar to the train station projects, Burlington Plaza combines prairie vegetation and nature
with urban constructs and humankind. From the mound in the southwest corner to the
paved area in the northeast, the transition from prairie suburban to concrete urban
happens.
The "urban forest" on the west portion of the site provides a quiet, nature-feeling area for
people to sit on the lawn in the shade of the trees and enjoy the views of the surrounding
plaza, village hall, and train station. It also provides a peaceful backdrop to reduce views
into the adjacent railroad and alley.
The embankment-like "organic" mound along the south edge of the site could be regarded
as undisturbed nature, which helps block the view and noise from the trains while providing
opportunities for seating, people-watching and playing for kids and grow-ups alike.
Three circular shaped mounds among the paved area could be regarded as "nature's
invasion"; randomly located, covered with vivid prairie/native vegetation and trees. At the
same time, the cast-in-place benches around them are the concessions from humans trying
to constrain mother nature but end up with living with it peacefully. By orienting the three
benches face to face, people who sit on them have different views and interactions with the
park and each other, while maintaining safe social distancing.
The single sliced mound in the northeast corner is a symbol of human intervention. By using
steel plates, a path is created through "nature's invasion," becoming an entry to the plaza.

Legat Architects greatly appreciates your time in working with us to make Burlington Plaza
become a reality.
Sincerely,

Evan Menk
Technical Director
Legat Architects, Inc.
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MOUNDS & CIRCLES CONCEPT

